The Bloody Assize
duct by thought and reason. As a King he was from the
first a puppet in the hands of Jesuit advisers who were by
no means the wisest of their school. If Edward Coleman
had survived he might have guided his master with greater
skill. The excuse that the wire-pullers put forward for
their failure seems to have been that their master was such
a strong-minded, obstinate ass, that once they had set his
nose towards the precipice no human power could hinder
him from walking over the edge of it, taking the papist apple-
cart with him. There is some historical truth in this, of
course, but the drivers of the animal must share the blame
with their obedient but headstrong steed.
To shrewd political observers it seemed clear that there
would have to be another struggle for mastery between
Papists and Protestants. James had reached the throne in
February 1685 with no opposition. He at once publicly
asserted his religious independence. The celebration of
Mass was still illegal, but the King can do no wrong, and
the Sunday after his accession he attended Mass in State.
His monarchist friends applauded his honesty and open*
ness, and had his activities stopped at personal devotion
things might have gone peaceably for a while. But the
smaller citizens had not forgotten that the abolition of the
pestilent heresy of their own religion was the real objective
of James, his Jesuit advisers, and his ally the King of France,
His first and only Parliament, with an obsequious
majority of Tory loyalists, met in May. James seemed
under the impression that these royalist churchmen were
ready to come over to Rome at his bidding, but here he
was wholly out of his reckoning. The churchmen might
have tolerated and respected his private worship, but aa
soon as they found that the King was surrounding himself
with Popish advisers and filling the army with Popish
officers, they became seriously uneasy. Many sober citizens,,
well affected to monarchy and desirous of seeing in James
a man of prudence and good faith, loyal in letter and spirit
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